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Over 60% of the 1.25 billion people 
living in India do not have access 
to a toilet. Engineers Without 
Borders UK is working with Shelter 
Associates in the city of Kolhapur, 
where the homes of 40,000 people 
are not served by any sewers, an 
issue worsened by the monsoon 
rains every year. Open gutters 
often overflow, causing rainwater 
to mix with toilet waste and 
harmful bacteria and diseases to 
spread. Engineers Without Borders 
UK volunteer Lucinda worked on 
combating this by identifying new 
and alternative ways to collect and 
treat the sewage as part of the One 
Home, One Toilet project.

Engineering is vital for human 
development and key to addressing urgent global issues 
such as the effects of climate change, resource depletion, 
increasing urbanisation and rapid population growth. 

Engineers Without Borders UK 
brings people, ideas and 
engineering together to respond 
to these complex issues. We work 
in sub-Saharan Africa, southern 
Asia, Latin America and the UK 
to ensure that the engineers of 
tomorrow have the necessary 
skills and information to apply 

their knowledge in a globally 
responsible way. We work with 
individuals, local partners, 
the education sector and the 
engineering community. Together, 
we are ensuring that people 
everywhere have equal access to 
the benefits of engineering. 

To find out more, please visit www.ewb-uk.org

on to study civil and environmental 
engineering at Imperial College London 
and volunteered one summer to work 
in El Salvador building seismic resistant 
houses. This was my first taste of 
engineering in a development context 
and essentially what inspired me to 
volunteer with Engineers Without 
Borders UK six years later.

What does engineering 
mean to you?

The basics of engineering is problem 
solving. It is the application of science, 
maths and technology to make the 
world a better place. I’ve been fortunate 
enough to see lives changed as a result 
of good, simple engineering and that’s 
what it’s all about.
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What was your favourite 
part of being a volunteer 
engineer?

Working in such a different environment 
and knowing that I really was doing 
something useful, making a difference to 
people’s lives by improving their health 
and quality of life.

How did you get where you 
are today?

I loved sciences and maths when I was 
at school, so I studied them as much 
as possible. I studied maths, biology, 
chemistry and physics at A-Level. 
I wasn’t entirely sure what I wanted 
to do with these subjects but I knew 
I enjoyed problem solving. I went 
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